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s. 2009, DepEd Order No. 74, s. 

2009). 
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Mother Tongues 

Pangasinense

Kapampangan Cebuano

Maranao
Hiligaynon

Tausug

Chabacano

Ilokano

Waray

Bikol

Maguindanao

Tagalog

Ybanag

Ibatan

Sambal

Kinaray-a

Yakan

Aklanon

Surigaonon
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Tagalog to Filipino 

Tagalog was declared the official 

language by the Constitution of 

Biak-na-Bato in 1879.

Source: Kroeger (1993) in Reid (2005)



The National Language Institute with 

the proclamation of President Manuel L. 

Quezon on December 30, 1937 chose 

Tagalog as the common language . 

Source: Kroeger (1993) in Reid (2005)



In 1939, President Quezon 

renamed the Tagalog-based

national language as “Wikang

Pambansa” .

Source: Kroeger (1993) in Reid (2005)
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Tagalog was renamed “Pilipino” 

in 1959.

Source: Kroeger (1993) in Reid (2005)
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The 1973 constitution designated “Pilipino”
along with English as an official language and

mandated the development of formal adoption of

a common language to be known as

“Filipino”.

Source: Kroeger (1993) in Reid (2005)
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The 1987 Constitution designated

Filipino as the national language.

Source: Kroeger (1993) in Reid (2005)
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Purpose of the Study:

1. Describe the teachers’ perceptions on the 

MTB/MLE policy of DepEd;

2. Describe the problems encountered by the primary 

grade teachers in teaching mother tongue as a separate 

subject;

3. Recommend for policy enhancement based on the 

results of this study. 
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Methodology

Participants:      90 primary grade teachers 

50 – answered the questionnaire

30 – interviewed

10 – observed 
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Results and Findings:

1. Mother Tongue as a separate subject 

a waste of time 

the same as Filipino subject 

creates confusion among learners

could be deleted from the curriculum 
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2. The problems encountered by primary grade teachers include: 

lack of materials for teachers and 

learners in the mother tongue

pupils are confused of what is MTB 

subject and what is Filipino subject

the content of the subject as well as the examinations 

given are the same as in Filipino subject

language used in contests in Science and Math (like MTAP) is 

English
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Policy Recommendation

- More research be conducted in other
Tagalog-speaking regions, and non-
Tagalog speaking regions as well, for
implementation revisions or policy
formulation on MTB/MLE instruction
and Filipino language learning.
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